
 

 

A Letter from 1863 
 

Lesson Overview  

Students will read a letter from a specific time in history and then write their own letter from 

1863. Recommended for grade 5. 

 

Standards  

English Language Arts –  

Grade 5 Writing Standards - Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

Grade 5 Reading Standards for Literature – Literature – Key Ideas and Details 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text.  

Grade 5 Reading Standards for Informational Text 

2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 

details; summarize the text.  

3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, 

or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the 

text.  

 

Social Studies 
5.7 Determine the meaning of the terms of this period with a visual representation, including: 

(G, C) Union and Confederate States, Yankees and Rebels, Blue and Gray, and Johnny Reb 
and Billy Yank  

5.8 Analyze the geographic, social, political, and economic strengths and weakness of the North  
and South. (E, G, H, P)  

5.14 Use concrete words, phrases, and sensory details to describe the experience of the war on  
the battlefield and home front. (H, C)  

 

Objectives  

Students will be able to interpret a primary source to reflect on a time in history.  

Students will be able to use the proper techniques of letter writing to write a formal letter. 
 

Time Required  

45-60 minutes 

 

Materials & Resources  

 Copy of the letter from Joseph Acklen to Adelicia, August 20, 1863 (images attached 

below) 

 

Lesson Procedure  

1. Have the students brainstorm about what they know was happening in the United States 

in 1863. Ask them to think about what a person’s life in Nashville would be like. Did 



everyone live the same way? Was life easy or difficult? If it was difficult, what made it 

hard? 

2. Share the letter from Joseph to Adelicia. Ask students to pick out details from the letter 

that let readers know it was written in 1863.  

3. Have the students write a letter to someone as if they are living in 1863. They can choose 

to be anyone: Yankee, Southerner, plantation owner, slave, etc. Encourage the students to 

use the proper techniques of letter writing, including writing the date, a salutation, the 

body of the letter, and a closing. 

 

Extension  

 Have the students research any time period. Then have them write a letter from a person 

in that time to a person in the future.  

 Have the students write a letter to their future self, including important elements of the 

current time period.  

 

Evaluation  

This activity can be evaluated using a rubric based on students participation in class discussion, 

completion of their letter, and proper use of letter writing techniques and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


