
 

 

 

Descriptive Writing 

Lesson Overview  

The students will read a primary source (description of a visit to the Belmont Mansion written by 

Mother Francis Walsh, O.P.) and then create their own piece of descriptive writing about a place 

they have visited. Recommended for grades 4-6. 

 

Standards  

Grade 4 – Writing Standards 

Text Types and Purposes 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; 

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension.  

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples related to the topic.  

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for 

example, also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic.  

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 

presented.  

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.  

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 

characters to situations.  

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.  

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely.  

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.  

 

Grade 4 and 5 – Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

1. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 

studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently.  

 

Grade 6 – Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  



 

Grade 6 – Writing Standards 

Text Types and Purposes 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

 

Time Required  
One class period 

 

Materials & Resources  

 Mother Frances Walsh, O.P., The Annals of St. Cecilia Convent, 1860-1881(8), 

Nashville, TN 1969 p. 31 (scanned copy attached) 

 Writing materials  (Pencil/Paper) 

 Graphic organizer (one example attached) 

 

Lesson Procedure  

2. Ask students to pair up and describe a room in their house to their neighbor for 1 minute. 

Then have the other partner do the same.  

3. Ask the students to make a list of the adjectives they both used when describing the 

rooms.  

4. Read the description of the Belmont Mansion from Mother Frances Walsh. Summarize 

with the students what her impression of Belmont was.  

a. The description ends with the Latin phrase sic transit Gloria mundi, which means 

“thus passes the glory of the world.” Tell the students this translation and ask 

them why they think the author ends her description with this phrase. 

5. Reread the description and circle the adjectives. Talk about how important adjectives are 

in descriptive writing.  

6. Have the students choose a place they have visited (this can be anywhere- beach, 

amusement park, skating rink, their house, the classroom, a football game, etc.). 

7. Have the students use a graphic organizer to organize their thoughts.  

8. Then have the students write a rough draft descriptive essay about their chosen place.  

9. Have the students share their writing with a partner and have them peer edit.  

10. Have the students publish a final draft to be turned in.  

 

Extension  

Challenge the students to write a description of a place, but never actually say where they are 

describing and see if the teacher or another student can guess based on the vivid descriptions.  

 

Evaluation  

The students will be evaluated on their use of descriptive language and improvements made from 

rough draft to final draft after the peer edit.  

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Name_______________________________________ Date_____________ 
 

Write down the place you want to describe and make a list of as many details as you can of that 

place in each category. You do not have to use everything on your list in your descriptive 

writing, but you must use all five senses. 

 

Place: 

 

Sight Hearing Touch Smell Taste 

     


